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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 

forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Diaz et al (US 671 5850 B1 ) in view of Do et al (US 5701 231 ). 

Regarding claim 1, Diaz discloses a gaming machine electronics enclosure 
comprising: 

a box-shaped structure comprised of a plurality of members enclosing a volume 
(Diaz, Figure 1 shows a computer enclosure), the structure further defining an 
access opening; and 

a lid carried by one of the members for closing off the access opening, thereby 
securing components contained within the volume, in which at least one of the members 
is a displaceable member which is displaceably arranged relative to the remainder of 
the members so that, when the displaceable member is in a displaced position relative 
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to the remainder of tine members, tine access opening is enlarged to facilitate access to 
an interior of the structure (Diaz, Figure 6 shows the displaceable member 41 which 
allows access to the interior of the structured- 
Regarding claim 2, Diaz discloses the box shaped structure includes a rear 
member, a pair of opposed side members projecting from the rear member and top and 
bottom members spanning the side members (Obvious. Claim 2 is simply describing 
all sides of a box which can clearly be seen in Diaz, Figure 1.). 

Regarding claim 3, Diaz discloses the opening is defined by free edges of the 
side members, the top member and the bottom member (Obvious in view of Diaz, 
Figure 6 showing the opening has free edges on the side members, the top 
member and the bottom member.). 

Regarding claim 4, Diaz discloses the lid is hingedly secured to the free edge of 
one of the members. 

Diaz does not disclose using a hinge on the lid secured to the free edge of one of 
the members, however. Do does (Do, Figure 1, Hinges 21a and 21b). 

The motivation for combining the teachings of Do with Diaz is because both 
inventions are about enclosures for an electronic system such as a computer. 

Therefore, it would be obvious to anyone skilled in the art of gaming at the time 
of the invention to combine the teachings of Do with Diaz to have a lid attached to a 
member on a hinge because it would allow for easy access into the interior of the 
enclosure as well as for sake of convenience. 
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Regarding claims 5 - 24, Diaz discloses the lid is hingedly secured to the free 
edge of one of the members which is opposite the displaceable member (Obvious. In 
view of KSR, it would be obvious to have every member of the enclosure to be 
displaceable. Considering that the enclosure is simply just a box to enclose 
electronic components, it would be obvious to create a various number of 
methods to create a box type enclosure where one or more members can be 
attached to other members using a plurality of hinges or be physically attached 
together. Utility is still achieved by keeping all the electronic components inside 
the enclosure, however, there is no novelty, simply a design choice. Viewing the 
claims in this application in view of Diaz and Do with respect to obviousness in 
view of KSR, the Examiner concludes that it would be obvious to one skilled in 
the art of enclosure design at the time of the invention to develop the disclosed 
invention as stated by the applicant in view of KSR.). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas K. Cheriyan whose telephone number is 571- 
270-3225. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 7:30AM-5:00PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on 571-272-6996. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tine status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated Information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Robert E Pezzuto/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



